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Part I
Read the text below. Then read the ten questions whichfollow, choose the best answer (a, b, c, or d) to each

question and IINTE it on your answer sheet:

What makes us laugh?

Why do we laugh? Well it's funny you should ask, but this question was suggested by reader Andrew

Martin, and it is a verylnteresting one to iirvestigate. For what at first seems like a simple question turns out

to require a surprisingly complei answer - one that takes us on a journey into the very heart of trying to

understand human nature.
Most people would guess that we laugh because something is funny. But if you watch when people

actually laugh, you,ll find iiris isn't the casel Laughter expert Robert Provine spent hours recording real

conversations at shopping malls, classrooms, offices and cocktail parties, and he found that most laughter did

not follow what loJked lit".jot 
"r. 

people laughed at tlie end of normal sentences, in response to unfunny

comments or questions sucli as "Look, it's Andre," or "Are you sure?". Even attempts at humour that

provoked laughter didn't sound that funny. Provine reports that the lines that got the biggest laughs were ones

such as "you don't have to drink, just buy us drinks," and "Do you date within your species?".

So if we want to understand laughter, perhaps we need to go deeper, and look at what is going on in

the brain. The areas that control laughing lie deep in the subcortex, and in terms of evolutionary developrnent

these parts of the brain are ancient, iesponsible for primal behaviours such as breathing and controlling basic

.eflexls. This means laughter control mechanisms are located a long way away from brain regions that

developed later and control higher functions such as language or even memory.
perhaps this explains why it is so hard to suppress a laugh, even if we know it is inappropriate. Once

a laugh is kindled deep within our brains these 'higher function' brain regions have trouble intervening. And

the r&erse is true, of course, it is difficult to laugh on demand. If you consciously make yourself laugh it will

not sound like the real thing - at least initially.
There is another fundamental aspect to laughing. All humans laugh, and laughter always involves a

similar pattern of whooping noises. Deaf people who have never heard a sound still make laughing noises.

The laughing noises produced by humans share many of the acoustic properties of speech, further evidence

laughteiis hijacking the brain and body apparatus that we use for breathing and talking.

But it-,i. ao"r not fully answer the original question. Even if we identified the precise brain areas

associated with laughing, even if we were able to make someone laugh by stimulating part of their brain

(which can be done), we still don't know what makes people laugh. Yes, we know about the effect, but what

about the cause, that is, the reason why we laugh in the first place?

To answer this, perhaps we need to look outwards, to look at the social factors at play when people

laugh. I've already mentioned Provine's study of laugl-rter in its natural context. Provine showed that laughter

is ulsed to emphaiize speech, it doesn't just interrupt at random. This suggests that it plays a communicative

role - it isn't just some independent process that happens to us while we are talking to someone. He also

found that thi speaker typically laughs more than the audience, and that laugliter was most common in

situations of emotional warmth and so-called 'in-groupness'. Again, all strongly suggesting tliat laughter has

an important social role. Perhaps the most important social feature of laughter is how contagious it is. Just

listening to someone laugh is funny. And it is not always used for positive reasons. For all the good feeling

that goes with laughing with someone, there is also a dark side, when someone is laughed at to belittle or

show disdain.
What these observations show is that laughter is both fundamentally social, and rooted deep within

our brains, part and parcel of ancient brain structures. We laugh because we feel like it, because our brains

make us, and because we want to fit in socially.

l. In line 1 "you" refers to:
a) the reader Andrew Martin;
b) another reader ofthe article;
c) any person in general;
d) no one ofthe above.
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2. The phrase "very heart" in line 3 means that:

a) our feelings are important to understand why we laugh.

b) those who laugh have a good heart.

c) the brain has nothing to do with laughter.

d) the article contains information about the essence of human nature.

3. Which is the false statement?

a) People only laugh when something is funny.

b) People laugh in response to unfunny comments.

c) "Are you sure" provokes laughter.

d) "Do you date within your species?" is a very funny question.

4. Which is the true statement?

a) There is no link between laughter and breathing and the control of basic reflexes.

b) There is a link between laughter and breathing and the control of basic reflexes.

c) The control mechanism of laughter is the same as that of language and memory.
d) Language and memory developed at the same time as laughter.

5. Laughter is hard to suppress:
a) because it doesn't matter that it may be inappropriate.
b) because it is typical of all human beings.

c) because it is a not a "higher brain function".
d) because people like laughing.

6. Which is the false statement?
a) Deaf people produce whooping sounds.

b) Deaf people do not laugh.
c) Deaf people do not understand laughter.
d) Deaf people laugh on demand.

7. Lines25-27 explain that:
a) People have not identified the precise brain areas associated with laughter.
b) People have identified the precise brain areas associated with laughter.
c) The brain cannot be stimulated so that a person to start laughing.
d) We know what makes people laugh.

8. The word "outwards" in line 29 refers to:
a) the things that happen within the brain;
b) the things that characterize a given person;

c) the things that we laugh at;

d) the things that happen in a given human community.

9. Provine studied laughter in its natural context:
a) by laughing more than his audience;
b) by describing the speech apparatus;

c) by producing whooping sounds;
d) by recording conversations.

10. The last paragraph explains that
a) laughter is a social activity;
b) laughter is an innate human behaviour;
c) laughter is something we do when we want to;
d) all ofthe above.
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part 2: Firt in the gaps using one of the words givenfor each sentence. rvNTEyour ansveers ot't your

answer sheet:

ThestoryissetinWalesintheMiddleAges.Therewasaprince(11)......namewas
Llewe,yn. He rived in a vailey. He had u [uuy ,on] H" also had a dog (r2) . ......Gelert' one day

the prince *ent trunting He ieft the dog to look (13) _. ....th; baby. Sorne wolves came (14)

......from the wood. They ran towaids the cotiage' The dog saw the wolves and hid the baby' The

dog ran outside and fought the wolves. He killed two but Y3t 
(r5) "" .":"""' He was tired and lay (16)

...... to sleep. The prince tumed iizi . ..: ::..:..: . H. saw the dog covered in blood. He saw that

his son,s cot was empty. He took his sword and kiled the dog while it slept. Then he heard the baby cry

and found him. (1S) ....... the window he saw the two d"ead wolve.. irq) ....... he understood

what he (20) . ............ done. He carried the dog to the top of the hi* and buried it. He collected a pile

of stones'to mark the grave' You can still see it today'

I 1. A who; B which; C whose; D where

12. A called; B said; C titled; D pronounced

13. A for; B out; C at; D after

14. A in; B out; C through; D uP

15. A damaged; B destroyed; C wounded; D treated

16. A down; B in; C along; D uP

17.Aon;Bin;Cout;DuP

18. A through; B ory C above; D beneath

19. A However; B Then; C While; D Since

20. Ahave; B was; C had; D would

part 3: Fiil in the gaps. put one suitable word in each space. WNTE the words on your answer sheet'

The Best Books

Are there one thousand books that all of us should read sometime in (21). "'lives? Throughout

this year, we will be recommending a collection of books that, when taken, (22) ' "' a whole' will

form a library of 1000 titles that will inspire and satisfy !23) ..:""""'kind of reader you could possibly

imagine. gook lists appear from time (Zq . ... time, often arousing controversy (25)

being too elitist o, tot populist. But our list is the result of consultations with bookbuyers and

booksellers, people (26) . "'know and love books'

Cunently, there are (27) . ... a million books in print' Add (28) ""these yet another

100 000 books published each year and the choice for readers becomes bewildering,

(29) .. .certain books, both classics and contemporary works, stand out. While our list doesn't

identify classics (30).. ..the traditional sense, many ortn"works included (31) . "'considered

to be ciassic books. The list aims (32) ....make the reader aware of
(33) . ...is available that is stimulating, rewarding and inspiring. (34) . "'else does one

leam about a good read other (35) .. ..by enthusiastic recommendation?

This month we are highlighting fift, uoot s from the area of business and reference. These fifty titles

represent the perfect business and reference library (36) ' "'your needs' (37) ' "'personal or
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31p you to expand and enhancc(38)… ……
.…・…undCrstanding of tOday's

xt month'S ifty chOiCes,(40)… …………・
Win take you a stCp ncarcr

rary.
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51.Jarnes would Only speak tO the head ofdepartment alone.

INSISTED

」amcs.… ….…・…・・・
to the head of dePartment alone'

52.This is the number to call to book theatre tickets for tonight'

駆 SERVED

Theatre tickets fbr tonight.… .……

53.Once she had pcrformed hcr solo,thcrc was no rcaSOn for us to Stay for the rest ofthe concert.

POINT

There was...

.this number.

concert once she had performed her solo'

for the rest of the



54.I'rn nOt Sure hoW Nick grOWS Such impressive tomatoCS.

ⅣIETHOD

I don't kno、 V.… ._.…・…・…・…・…・…・…・…
・・|・ …・…・…・∵・…・…・

・groヽV Such impressive tonlatoeS.

55.Harry WiShed he had asked a rneChanic tO Check thC Car bCfOrC he boughtit.

wITHOUT

Harry rcgretcd.… .… .………・…・…・…・…・…・・・・…
・…・…・…・…・…・・having it Checked by a mechanic.

56.No one can believe hoW Successfulthe composCr's flrst rnusical has been.

TAKEN

The suCCess Ofthe cOmpoSer's flrst rnusical.…
.… .… .… …・…・…・…°…・…・……・…・………・

Surprlse.

57.Tom is so tall he can onlyjust gettl■
rough that doOr withOut St00ping.

TALLER

If Tonl Were .… .… .…・…・…・…・…・…・…・…
。…・…・…・…・…・・・・…・…・…・…・…・…

・‥・…be able to gct through that

doorヽVithOut St00plng。

58.Despite arriving at WOrk late on Sevcral occasions,rny brother was Still promOted.

TURNED

Even.… .… ...・ ……・・・…・…・…・…・…・…・……・・・・…・…・・
・・late for work On seVera1 0CCaSiOns,my brother was

still promoted.

59。 We ougllt to diScuss the datc fOr the arlnual art exhibition.

HAVE

We oughttO.… .… .…・…・…・…・・・・…・・・・…・…・…・…・…・…・…
・・WC are going to h01d the annual art exhibition.

60.Janc realized wllat shc'd forgotten to dO as s00n as she arrivcd.

s00NER

No.… .…。…・…・…・…………・……・…・…・…・…・…・
than She realiZCd What shc'd forgottcn to do.
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