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UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY ENTRANCE TEST

Part 1

Read the text below. Then read the ten questions which follow, choose the best answer (a, b, ¢, or d) to each

question and WRITE it on your answer sheet:
What makes us laugh?

Why do we laugh? Well it's funny you should ask, but this question was suggested by reader Andrew
Martin, and it is a very interesting one to investigate. For what at first seems like a simple question turns out
to require a surprisingly complex answer — one that takes us on a journey into the very heart of trying to
understand human nature.

Most people would guess that we laugh because something is funny. But if you watch when people
actually laugh, you’ll find this isn't the case. Laughter expert Robert Provine spent hours recording real
conversations at shopping malls, classrooms, offices and cocktail parties, and he found that most laughter did
not follow what looked like jokes. People laughed at the end of normal sentences, in response to unfunny
comments or questions such as "Look, it's Andre," or "Are you sure?". Even attempts at humour that
provoked laughter didn't sound that funny. Provine reports that the lines that got the biggest laughs were ones
such as "You don't have to drink, just buy us drinks," and "Do you date within your species?".

So if we want to understand laughter, perhaps we need to go deeper, and look at what is going on in
the brain. The areas that control laughing lie deep in the subcortex, and in terms of evolutionary development
these parts of the brain are ancient, responsible for primal behaviours such as breathing and controlling basic
reflexes. This means laughter control mechanisms are located a long way away from brain regions that
developed later and control higher functions such as language or even memory.

Perhaps this explains why it is so hard to suppress a laugh, even if we know it is inappropriate. Once
a laugh is kindled deep within our brains these ‘higher function’ brain regions have trouble intervening. And
the reverse is true, of course, it is difficult to laugh on demand. If you consciously make yourself laugh it will
not sound like the real thing — at least initially.

There is another fundamental aspect to laughing. All humans laugh, and laughter always involves a
similar pattern of whooping noises. Deaf people who have never heard a sound still make laughing noises.
The laughing noises produced by humans share many of the acoustic properties of speech, further evidence
laughter is hijacking the brain and body apparatus that we use for breathing and talking.

But this does not fully answer the original question. Even if we identified the precise brain areas
associated with laughing, even if we were able to make someone laugh by stimulating part of their brain
(which can be done), we still don’t know what makes people laugh. Yes, we know about the effect, but what
about the cause, that is, the reason why we laugh in the first place?

To answer this, perhaps we need to look outwards, to look at the social factors at play when people
laugh. I've already mentioned Provine's study of laughter in its natural context. Provine showed that laughter
is used to emphasize speech, it doesn't just interrupt at random. This suggests that it plays a communicative
role — it isn't just some independent process that happens to us while we are talking to someone. He also
found that the speaker typically laughs more than the audience, and that laughter was most common in
situations of emotional warmth and so-called 'in-groupness'. Again, all strongly suggesting that laughter has
an important social role. Perhaps the most important social feature of laughter is how contagious it is. Just
listening to someone laugh is funny. And it is not always used for positive reasons. For all the good feeling
that goes with laughing with someone, there is also a dark side, when someone is laughed at to belittle or
show disdain.

What these observations show is that laughter is both fundamentally social, and rooted deep within
our brains, part and parcel of ancient brain structures. We laugh because we feel like it, because our brains
make us, and because we want to fit in socially.

1. Inline 1 “you” refers to:
a) the reader Andrew Martin;
b) another reader of the article;
¢) any person in general;
d) no one of the above.




2. The phrase “very heart” in line 3 means that:
a) our feelings are important to understand why we laugh.
b) those who laugh have a good heart.
¢) the brain has nothing to do with laughter.
d) the article contains information about the essence of human nature.

3. Which is the false statement?
a) People only laugh when something is funny.
b) People laugh in response to unfunny comments.
c) “Are you sure” provokes laughter.
d) "Do you date within your species?" is a very funny question.

4. Which is the true statement?
a) There is no link between laughter and breathing and the control of basic reflexes.
b) There is a link between laughter and breathing and the control of basic reflexes.
¢) The control mechanism of laughter is the same as that of language and memory.
d) Language and memory developed at the same time as laughter.

5. Laughter is hard to suppress:
a) because it doesn’t matter that it may be inappropriate.
b) because it is typical of all human beings.
¢) because it is a not a “higher brain function”.
d) because people like laughing.

6. Which is the false statement?
a) Deaf people produce whooping sounds.
b) Deaf people do not laugh.
c) Deaf people do not understand laughter.
d) Deaf people laugh on demand.

7. Lines 25-27 explain that:
a) People have not identified the precise brain areas associated with laughter.
b) People have identified the precise brain areas associated with laughter.
¢) The brain cannot be stimulated so that a person to start laughing.
d) We know what makes people laugh.

8. The word “outwards” in line 29 refers to:
a) the things that happen within the brain;
b) the things that characterize a given person;
c) the things that we laugh at;
d) the things that happen in a given human community.

9. Provine studied laughter in its natural context:
a) by laughing more than his audience;
b) by describing the speech apparatus;
c) by producing whooping sounds;
d) by recording conversations.

10. The last paragraph explains that
a) laughter is a social activity;
b) laughter is an innate human behaviour;
c) laughter is something we do when we want to;
d) all of the above.
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Part 2: Fill in the gaps using one of the words given for each sentence. WRITE your answers on your
answer sheet:

The story is set in Wales in the Middle Ages. There was a prince (1) name was
Llewellyn. He lived in a valley. He had a baby son. He also had a dog § 103 JPOTTT— Gelert. One day
the prince went hunting He left the dog to look (13) .............. the baby. Some wolves came (14)
.............. from the wood. They ran towards the cottage. The dog saw the wolves and hid the baby. The
dog ran outside and fought the wolves. He killed two but was (15) ....oveneinnnn He was tired and lay (16)
.............. to sleep. The prince turned (17) ........cooomn He saw the dog covered in blood. He saw that
his son’s cot was empty. He took his sword and killed the dog while it slept. Then he heard the baby cry
and found him. (18) .............. the window he saw the two dead wolves. (19) .............. he understood
what he (20) «::cammenve ooe done. He carried the dog to the top of the hill and buried it. He collected a pile
of stones to mark the grave. You can still see it today.

11. A who; B which; C whose; D where

12. A called; B said; C titled; D pronounced

13. A for; B out; C at; D after

14. A in; B out; C through; D up

15. A damaged; B destroyed; C wounded; D treated

16. A down; B in; C along; D up

17. A on; B in; C out; D up

18. A through; B on; C above; D beneath

19. A However; B Then; C While; D Since

20. A have; B was; C had; D would

Part 3: Fill in the gaps. Put one suitable word in each space. WRITE the words on your answer sheet.

The Best Books

Are there one thousand books that all of us should read sometime in (21)............ lives? Throughout
this year, we will be recommending a collection of books that, when taken, (22) .ccsonssseee a whole, will
form a library of 1000 titles that will inspire and satisfy (23) ............ kind of reader you could possibly
imagine. Book lists appear from time (24) ............ time, often arousing controversy (25) ............
being too elitist or too populist. But our list is the result of consultations with bookbuyers and
booksellers, people (26) ............ know and love books.

Currently, there are (27) ............ a million books in print. Add (28) ............ these yet another
100 000 books published each year and the choice for readers becomes bewildering,

(29) .onsizscan certain books, both classics and contemporary works, stand out. While our list doesn’t
identify classics (30)............ the traditional sense, many of the works included (31) ............ considered
to be classic books. The list aims (32) ............ make the reader aware of

(I3) s+ s aarmnns is available that is stimulating, rewarding and inspiring. (B4) v else does one
learn about a good read other (35) ............ by enthusiastic recommendation?

This month we are highlighting fifty books from the area of business and reference. These fifty titles
represent the perfect business and reference library (36) ............ your needs, (37) ....c.....n personal or



professional. Our selection will help you to expand and enhance (38) ............ understanding of today’s

fast-changing world of business.

Look (39) ..eveeenenn. for next month’s fifty choices, (40) ..oviinesses will take you a step nearer

completion of your 1000-book library.

Part 4: Use the words given in capital letters at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits

in the gap in the same line. WRITE the words on your answer sheet.

Aerial Photography

Photography has many forms and applications. Of all of them, the practice of (41) WORLD
'22111)ng pictures of earth from the air has had the most value for geographers (42) INFANT

Photography was still in its ) R when, in 1858, French artist Felix (43) BEGIN
Tournachon took the first aerial photograph from a hot-air balloon. From these
crude (43) ....oonnes , aerial photographs have been taken from (44) .......... higher (44) INCREASE
vantage points and now cameras on satellites can capture images of Earth from (45) IMAGINE
space. This would have been (45) ....vnnen in 1858. Today, such images provide a
wealth of detailed information and (46) .......... they have made an enormous

(46) CONSEQUENCE

contribution to our understanding of the Earth’s atmosphere and weather patterns. (47) ARCHEOLOGY

They are also invaluable to A47) cooennnn and those monitoring urban (48) .......... :

Although aerial photographs and maps both present a bird’s eye view of the (48) EXPAND

Earth’s surface, they are valuable in different ways. In terms of (49) .......... ,maps (49) ACCURATE

will always provide a more reliable representation of the surface of the Earth.
However, aerial photography has become (50) .......cooennnn as a means of
documenting the world’s changing landscape and ecosystems.

(50) INFLUENCE

Part 5 Complete the second sentence SO that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. Use the

word given without changing it. WRITE ONLY the missing words on your answer sheet:
51. James would only speak to the head of department alone.

INSISTED

JAITIES . s v eveeenecnesossasasssnsarannssssssosseonsoanessrssssasnssionnssseseecss to the head of department alone.

52 This is the number to call to book theatre tickets for tonight.

RESERVED

Theatre tickets for tONIGhL. c.cuuovmnssersrmanevsstinsses sossmmmmnsseassssansssssmmnnnnessssossionmnsy this number.

53. Once she had performed her solo, there was no reason for us to stay for the rest of the concert.

POINT

TRETE WAS..eenevensesnernnasnensesnsessassssssssssssnmassaesssnasannstseettassnnsnansenses for the rest of the

concert once she had performed her solo.



54. ’m not sure how Nick grows such impressive tomatoes.

METHOD

T AGHE KON . . omsississ  » sommiemi’s 4 siisiy momges§ 533 3 2280 ....... grow such impressive tomatoes.
55. Harry wished he had asked a mechanic to check the car before he bought it.
WITHOUT

HAITY TEEIEEd. .. ovvvvveevrnnneneeseesmsssr s having it checked by a mechanic.
56. No one can believe how successful the composer’s first musical has been.

TAKEN

The success of the composer’s first MUSICAL. oo eeenerenensosonsrmnreesnesusiassssssnnns surprise.
57. Tom is so tall he can only just get through that door without stooping.

TALLER

TE TOIML WETE «eneeeeeeeemnnnnnsnsssssssmsssssssssnasssss s be able to get through that
door without stooping.

58. Despite arriving at work late on several occasions, my brother was still promoted.

TURNED

2R T ¢ WU TR R PPPPPPPPIIPREPEPESTRTLES late for work on several occasions, my brother was
still promoted.

59. We ought to discuss the date for the annual art exhibition.

HAVE

TVE QUL 101 eeevvvuineeeririisseeeasrsnseseseeeseeeeees we are going to hold the annual art exhibition.
60. Jane realized what she’d forgotten to do as soon as she arrived.

SOONER

TG s £ 8 sismmmenrn o + 0 ST €1 5FEIRHewamad than she realized what she’d forgotten to do.



ANSWER SHEET

1. 6.

2. 7.

3. 8.

4. 9.

5. 10.

1. 16.

12. 17.

13. 18.

14. 19.

15. 20.

21. 26. 31. 36.
22. 97. 32. 37.
23. 28. 33. 38.
24, 29. 34, 39.
25, 30. 35. 40.
41. 46.

42. 47.

43. 48.

44. 49.

45. 50.

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.




